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April 4, 1944

Miss Marguerite W. Emerson
47 Capisic Street
Portland, Maine
Dear Miss Emerson:
A FAIR TOMORROW is a cheering title for
a brochure of poems.
We read of yours in a
newspaper article, and of course were at once
interested.
It is always a pleasure to welcome
a new name to the roster of Maine authors.
Although we understand that the brochure
was not issued for sale and distribution other
than to personal friends, we think possibly you
might be interested to know of the Maine Author
Collection.
It is an exhibit of books written by Maine
people — those born or resident here, or writing
of the state—and the books are inscribed
presentation copies. The inscriptions are
amusing, inspirational, artistic, autobiographical,
but always original, and they lend distinction to
the books.
The collection now numbers about
fifteen hundred volumes, and increases constantly.
Visitors are deeply interested to see the books
and inscriptions, as well as our accumulation of
biographical, critical and photographic material
on our authors; and future students will find
much valuable information here.
It is possible that you will wa?it to inscribe
a copy of A*FAIR TOMORROW for; the collection. We
should be very glad to include it, and also to
have any biographical material which you may be
willing to send us.
We shall hope that A FAIR
TOMORROW is but the first of your books.
Sincerely yours

Secretary
Encl—1

FORTY-SEVEN CAPISIC STREET
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April 22, 1944

Maine State LibraryAugusta, Maine
Hilda McLeod Jacob, Secretary
Dear Mrs. Jacob:
It is very pleasant to be asked for a copy of ray
small book "A Pair Tommorrow" for the State Library.
My people for at least four generations on my
father's side and my mother's side have been Maine bona.
My father, Joseph James Emerson, was born in Orono. His
family moved to Portland when he was a child. My mother,
Mary Caroline Weymouth, was born in Portland. After
their marriage in 1871 they lived in Elmira, N. Y. about
ten years and my father travelled for a furnishing house
on a circuit including Buffalo, Chicago and Toronto. On
their return to Maine he was assistant manager for the
H. P. Atkinson Furniture Co. in Portland. He had opened
and was managing a branch store in Auburn at the time of
his death which occurred when I was too young to remem
ber him.
I was the fifth child, born October 7, 1887 in the
house in which I am still living in what was then the
town of Deering, now a part of Portland. I was gradua-
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ted from Deering High School in 1905 and entered Wellesley
College hat because of illness was there less than a week.
Later I ras needed at home so did not have the college
course. Literature and languages, particularly Greek,
were my "best liked subjects. They still are.
I have done office work and bookkeeping — first in
a friend's grocery store at ffoodfords (the old-fashioned
kind), in a department store, Eastman Bros. & Bancroft,
Portland, which closed out about 1932. For nearly ten
years I have been with a roofing and sheet metal contrac
tor as bookkeeper with whom I am at present.
I am very fond of music and have studied piano and
violin. Both parents loved music and fine literature,
nature and home. I am a member of the First Parish Uni
tarian Church in Portland. My little book, a long time
hope, was used as a gift for friends, and was put in our
church Fair early last December on a commission basis.
It was later in two other Fairs. Then Campbell's Book
Store had inquiries for the book and has been selling
them since. Loring, Short & Harmon also has them now.
The Portland Public Library bought several copies, Bowdoin College Library one for their Maine collection.
A Deering High School classmate now living in Auburn has
recently sold over thirty copies among her friends. The
Lewiston Journal saw one and gave the review which you
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mention. There was no advance advertising or publicity
so this is how the little "book has made its way to date.
I certainly have the kindest of friends. It is also
very wonderful to receive letters and messages from peo
ple unknown to me, not only in Maine but in other states.
I hope my short inscription will express how I feel
about having this copy in the Maine State Library.
Sincerely,

\A

April 27, 1944

Miss Marguerite W. Emerson
47 Capisic Street
Portland 5, Maine
Dear Miss Emerson:
Your friendly response to our inquiry about
A FAIR TOMORROW is delightful, and we were happy
to greet the book with its thoughtful phrases,
its evident love of nature, its observant qualities.
Your kindness in writing a biographical sketch
for us is appreciated: this is just the sort of
information which we like to have about Maine authors.
And we are especially glad that yoja troubled to write
such a charming and simple inscription in A FAIR
TOMORROW.
This adds so much to the interest of
the book.
Please accept our thanks for your generosity,
our good wishes for further attainments in the field
of poetry, and our cordial invitation to call at the
library when you are in"Augusta and see the Maine
Author Collection, to which we are very pleased to
add A FAIR TOMORROW.
Sincerely yours

hmj
Encl—30 postal refund

Secretary
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October 20, 1950

Miss Marguerite Emerson
99 Capisic Street
Portland 5, Maine
Dear Miss Emerson:
How very thoughtful of you to remember the Maine
Author Collection, and to send an inscribed copy of
A NEW DAY'S BREAKING! It is especially difficult
for us to know of privately printed books, and we
are always grateful for having them called to our
attention.
This is a collection of charm and friendliness,
and we appreciate being able to add it to the
collection. Thank you very much indeed.
Sincerely yours

In Charge of
Maine Author Collection

